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   XIII INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION
                                             ,,HEIRS OF ORPHEUS” (online) 
                                                       ALBENA, BULGARIA
                                                   September 2nd – 12th, 2026  
______________________________________________________________

                                                              PROTOCOL

        Today, September 12th, 2026, the International Jury:

     Chairman: 
Prof. TOMISLAV NEDELKOVIC-BAYNOV   - Germany / Bulgaria
     Members:                BOGOMIL BONEV   - Bulgaria (Artistic Director)
                 Prof. TAMARA PODDUBNAYA   - USA / Russia (Vice-Chairperson)
                           Prof. GEORGI SPASSOV  - Bulgaria                                                            
                                                 TING YUAN  - China / Germany 
         
held a final meeting and awarded the following Prizewinners:

                                           SECTION I “CLASSICAL MUSIC”

I. SOLOIST-INSTRUMENTALIST 
                                                            PIANO
First age group (6 - 10 years; 5 - 7 min.)

Laureate of III Prize
Diploma for the youngest participant of the Competition (b. 2021)
Leonid Batzdorf - Piano I a. g. 
Music School Trossingen, Germany
Teacher Ting Yuan

Laureate of II Prize
Agota Vilkaite - Piano I a. g.
School of Music «Juozas Karosas» Klaipeda, Lithuania  
Teacher Inga Maknavičienė

Laureate of I Prize
Leon Valchinov – Piano I a. g.
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Lyudmila Nazarenko



Second age group (11 - 14 years; 10 - 12 min.)
I and II Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of III Prize
Maksim Blagomirov - Piano II a. g.
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Elena Tasseva

Third age group (15 - 19 years; 14 - 16 min.) 
III Prize is not awarded

Laureate of II Prize 
Stefania Tcholakova – Piano III a. g.  
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Elena Tasseva

Laureate of I Prize
Ruslan Ermakov - Piano III a. g. 
New York, USA / Russian Federation  
Teacher Ilya Ishchenko

Fourth age group (20 – 25 years; 2 rounds: 16 – 18 & 12 – 14 min.)
III Prize is not awarded

Laureate of II Prize 
Filaretos Vrettos - Piano IV a. g. 
University of Music Nuernberg, Germany / Greece 
Teacher Prof. Bernhard Endres

Laureate of I Prize
Special Diploma for the most artistic Сontestant of the Competition
Special Diploma for the best performance of work by Saint-Saëns
Special Prize by “Piano Global” Fondation – Master course in 2027, 
4 individual lessons free of charge at the Bavarian Music Academy in Hammelburg or Marktoberdorf, Germany (the travel and stay expenses are not included)
Noelle Günther – Piano IV a. g. 
University of Music and Performing Arts Stuttgart, Germany 
Teacher Prof. Florian Wiek

                                                                 VIOLIN
Second age group (11 - 14 years; 10 - 12 min.)
I and III Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of II Prize
Special Diploma for the best performance of work by Ferdinand David
Samuil Blagomirov - Violin II a. g.
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Anelia Staleva

Third age group (15 - 19 years; 14 - 16 min.)
I and III Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of II Prize 
Boyana Boneva - Violin III a. g.  
National School of Arts “Panayot Pipkov” Pleven, Bulgaria  
Teacher Elena Nikolova

                                                        VIOLONCELLO 
First age group (6 - 10 years; 5 - 7 min.)
I and III Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of II Prize 
Special Diploma for the best performance of work by C. M. von Weber
Crisiana Uzunova – Violoncello I a. g. 
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Julia Markovska

Third age group (15 - 19 years; 14 - 16 min.)
III and II Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of I Prize
Daria Rousseva – Violoncello III a. g. 
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Julia Markovska

                                                       DOUBLE BASS 
Third age group (15 - 19 years; 14 - 16 min.)
I and II Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of III Prize
Yanislav Dimitrov – Double Bass III a. g. 
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Katya Karanova

                                                             FLUTE
Second age group (11 - 14 years; 10 - 12 min.)
III and II Prizes are not awarded 

Laureate of I Prize
Selestina Topic - Flute II a. g.
Special Diploma for the best performance of work by Mozart
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Nina Staleva

                                           TRUMPET & FLUGELHORN 
Second age group (11 - 14 years; 10 - 12 min.)
I and III Prizes are not awarded

Laureate of II Prize 
Nikolay Karpachev – Trumpet & Flugelhorn II a. g. 
National School of Music and Dance Art “Dobrin Petkov” Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Teacher Pencho Penchev

                                             CHROMATIC HARMONICA 
Fourth age group (20 - 25 years; 16 - 18 min.)
II and III Prizes are not awarded 

Laureate of I Prize 
Dmytro Sakovych - Chromatic Harmonica IV a. g. 
Hohner Conservatory Trossingen, Germany / Ukraine  
Teacher Naoko Nebl

                                                            HARP
Third age group (15 - 19 years; 14 - 16 min.)
II and III Prizes are not awarded 

Laureate of I Prize
Special diploma for the best Bulgarian participant of the Competition
Nikole Samareva – Harp III a. g.
National Music School “Lubomir Pipkov”Sofia, Bulgaria 
Teacher PhD Kohar Andonyan

 II. SOLO SINGING – all kinds of voices  
Third age group (35+ years; 2 rounds x 14 to 16 min.) 
I and II Prizes are not awarded 

Laureate of III Prize 
Special Diploma for the best performance of work by Francesco Cilea 
Weiyu Zhang - Solo classical singing III a. g.
Music Director, Wesley United Methodist Church, New York, USA / China

                                                       * * * 
Diplomas for HIGH PEDAGOGICAL ACHIEVEMENTS for preparing 
the Laureates of I Prize to participate in the Competition: 
Prof. FLORIAN WIEK – Piano, Germany
ILYA ISHCHENKO – Piano, USA / Russian Federation
LYUDMILA NAZARENKO – Piano, Bulgaria 
JULIA MARKOVSKA – Violoncello, Bulgaria
NINA STALEVA – Flute, Bulgaria
PhD KOHAR ANDONYAN – Harp, Bulgaria
NAOKO NEBL - Chromatic Harmonica, Germany / Japan  

Diploma for PEDAGOGICAL ACHIEVEMENTS for preparing 
several Laureates to participate in the Competition:
ELENA TASSEVA – Piano, Bulgaria


_________________________________________________________________
Chairman: Prof. TOMISLAV NEDELKOVIC-BAYNOV                   (Siganatures)               Members:                                        BOGOMIL BONEV                          
                                    Prof. TAMARA PODDUBNAYA                  
                                              Prof. GEORGI SPASSOV                              
                                                                   TING YUAN
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